
ReACT: ACT Prep Rally
Question & Discussion Stems

Remember to encourage students to provide EVIDENCE and SPECIFIC EXAMPLES to support
their responses and engage in thoughtful discussions.

Content Types Questions/Discussion Starters

Inference Make a logical conclusion based on the information provided
in the passage.

Vocabulary in Context Determine the meaning of a word or phrase as it is used in the
passage.

Author's Purpose Analyze why the author wrote the passage and the intended
impact on the audience.

Supporting Details Identify specific evidence or examples that support a claim or
idea in the passage.

Tone and Style Determine the author's attitude or tone towards the subject
matter and analyze the rhetorical techniques used.

Text Structure Identify the organization or structure of the passage (e.g.,
cause and effect, compare and contrast) and how it contributes
to the overall meaning.

Inconsistencies or
Contradictions

Identify conflicting information or ideas within the passage and
discuss their implications.

Author's Perspective Analyze the author's point of view on a particular issue and
evaluate the evidence and reasoning provided.

Passage Purpose Determine the overall purpose or goal of the passage (e.g., to
inform, persuade, entertain) and evaluate its effectiveness.

Contextual Interpretation Consider the passage in relation to its historical, cultural, or
social context and analyze how it may influence the meaning.

Bias and Assumptions: Identify any biases or assumptions present in the passage and
evaluate their impact on the argument or information
presented.

Cause and Effect Identify the relationship between events or ideas presented in
the passage and discuss the consequences or outcomes.

Comparison and Contrast Compare and contrast different ideas, concepts, or
perspectives presented in the passage.



Informed Judgement: Evaluate the validity or reliability of information presented in
the passage and provide a well-supported judgment.

Synthesis Combine information from multiple parts of the passage to
draw a conclusion or answer a specific question.

Point of View Identify the narrator's perspective or the speaker's point of
view and analyze how it shapes the passage.

Problem-Solving Apply logical reasoning or critical thinking skills to solve a
problem presented in the passage.

Textual Analysis Analyze the structure, language, and literary techniques used
in the passage and discuss their effects.

Passage Extension Connect the ideas or themes presented in the passage to
real-world situations or other works of literature.



Understanding Rhetoric
Teaching rhetoric to high school students can be an engaging and effective way to develop their
critical thinking and communication skills. Here are some question stems that you can use to
guide discussions and activities centered around rhetoric:

Rhetorical Devices Questions/Discussion Starters

Ethos
(Appeal to Ethics)

● How does the speaker establish credibility or expertise?
● What values, morals, or character traits does the

speaker emphasize?
● Does the speaker use personal anecdotes or

experiences to connect with the audience?
● How does the speaker build trust with the audience?

Pathos
(Appeal to Emotions)

● What emotions does the speaker evoke? How does the
speaker do this?

● How does the speaker use language, imagery, or
storytelling to engage the audience's emotions?

● Are there any specific examples of vivid or powerful
language that create an emotional impact?

● How does the speaker acknowledge and address the
audience's concerns or fears?

Logos
(Appeal to Logic)

● What evidence, facts, or statistics does the speaker
present to support their argument?

● How does the speaker use reasoning or logical
arguments to persuade the audience?

● Are there any logical fallacies or flawed arguments in
the speaker's message?

● Does the speaker use analogies or comparisons to help
the audience understand complex concepts?

Kairos
(Timing and Relevance)

● Why is this message important or relevant in the current
context?

● How does the speaker use timing to their advantage?
● Does the speaker reference current events or social

issues to connect with the audience?
● What does the speaker hope to achieve by delivering

this message at this particular time?

Audience Analysis
● Who is the intended audience for this speech or text?
● How does the speaker adapt their message to appeal to

the target audience?



● What assumptions does the speaker make about the
audience's knowledge or beliefs?

● How does the speaker address potential
counterarguments or opposing viewpoints?

Style and Rhetorical Devices

● What stylistic choices does the speaker make (e.g., tone,
language, sentence structure)?

● Are there any notable rhetorical devices used (e.g.,
repetition, alliteration, parallelism)?

● How do these choices enhance the speaker's message
or impact on the audience?

● Are there any memorable or powerful phrases that
contribute to the overall effectiveness of the speech?

Purpose and Intent

● What is the main goal or purpose of the speaker's
message?

● Is the speaker trying to persuade, inform, entertain, or
inspire the audience?

● How does the speaker's use of rhetoric align with their
intended purpose?

● What actions or changes does the speaker hope to
prompt through their message?


